


HISTORY

Pre-1933 Gold Coins That Could Carry 
More Than Melt Value
They are a 138-year record of U.S. minting, branch-mint scarcity, gold rush expansion and the end of 
circulating gold.

1795 → 1933

The gold era spans early federal minting, Southern 
gold rush branch mints, California expansion, 
classical Liberty designs and Saint-Gaudens’ 
Renaissance revival.

1795 Federal gold coinage began in 1795 with $5 half eagles and $10 eagles.

1838 Branch mints in Dahlonega, Charlotte, New Orleans, San Francisco, Carson 
City and Denver created many of today’s premium mintmark stories.

1849 The California Gold Rush led to the $1 gold dollar and $20 double eagle in 1849-
1850.

1933 Circulating U.S. gold coin production ended after the 1933 gold recall era, 
leaving collectors with a 138-year historical map.
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START HERE

How Premiums Form

Gold content sets the floor. Date, mintmark, design type, certified grade and originality create the premium.

Denom. Era Variety Flow Premium Zone

$1 1849-89 Type I, II, III Dahlonega, Charlotte, Civil War dates

$2.50 1796-1929 Early, Classic, Liberty, Indian 1796 No Stars, 1848 CAL, 1911-D

$3 / 
$4

1854-89 / 1879-
80 $3 Indian / $4 Stella Tiny mintages and pattern rarity

$5 1795-1929 Early, Classic, Liberty, Indian 1822, 1815, 1854-S, branch mints

$10 1795-1933 Early, Liberty, Indian Early gold, low mintage, 20th-century keys

$20 1850-1933 Liberty, Saint-Gaudens O, CC, Paquet, High Relief, late-date Saints

Use this guide in order: denomination first, design variety second, date/mintmark third. For any premium candidate, authentication and condition are part of the 
value question.
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$1 GOLD DOLLARS

$1 Gold: Small Coin, Big Premium 
Spread

Flow: Type I Liberty Head → Type II Indian Princess Small Head → Type III Indian Princess Large Head.

Top Premium Watch List

1 1849-C Open Wreath

2 1855-D Type II

3 1861-D Type III

4 1856-D Type III

5 1875 Type III

What to look for

Small size makes bends, rim issues and cleaning especially important.

Dahlonega and Charlotte issues are the first mintmarks to check.

Civil War-era dates and low-mintage later dates often separate collector coins from type 
coins.

Review before selling: date, mintmark, holder, originality, damage and current certified-population context.
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$2.50 QUARTER EAGLES

$2.50 Quarter Eagles: The Long-
Running Small Gold Workhorse

Flow: Draped/Capped Bust → Classic Head → Liberty Head → Indian Head.

Top Premium Watch List

1 1796 No Stars

2 1808 Capped Bust Left

3 1848 CAL

4 1854-S Liberty Head

5 1911-D Indian Head

What to look for

Early quarter eagles are far scarcer than many later larger gold coins.

The 1848 CAL issue ties the denomination directly to the California Gold Rush.

For Indian Head coins, look closely for weak mintmarks, incuse design wear and altered 
surfaces.

Review before selling: date, mintmark, holder, originality, damage and current certified-population context.
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$3 GOLD PIECES + $4 STELLA

$3 and $4: Niche Denominations With 
Serious Collector Demand

Flow: $3 Indian Princess regular issues → $4 Stella patterns, Flowing Hair and Coiled Hair.

Top Premium Watch List

1 1870-S $3

2 1854-D $3

3 1875 $3 proof

4 1881 $3

5 1879-1880 Coiled Hair Stella

What to look for

$3 gold pieces are collected by date, type and Southern mint association.

Stellas are patterns, not normal circulating coins, and need expert attribution.

Many surviving premium examples are certified; raw pieces deserve careful 
authentication.

Review before selling: date, mintmark, holder, originality, damage and current certified-population context.
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$5 HALF EAGLES

$5 Half Eagles: The Deepest Pre-1933 
Gold Story

Flow: Draped Bust → Capped Bust/Head → Classic Head → Liberty Head → Indian Head.

Top Premium Watch List

1 1822 Capped Head

2 1815 Capped Head

3 1825/4 Capped Head

4 1798 Small Eagle

5 1854-S Liberty Head

What to look for

The denomination began in 1795 and includes several legendary U.S. gold rarities.

Southern branch mint Liberty Head half eagles are a major premium hunting ground.

Indian Head half eagles are incuse designs; surface originality and strike matter.

Review before selling: date, mintmark, holder, originality, damage and current certified-population context.
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$10 EAGLES

$10 Eagles: From Early Federal Gold to 
Saint-Gaudens’ Indian

Flow: Capped Bust early gold → Liberty Head → Indian Head.

Top Premium Watch List

1 1795 Capped Bust

2 1804 Plain 4

3 1875 Liberty Head

4 1907 Rolled Edge Indian

5 1933 Indian Head

What to look for

Early eagles stopped after 1804 and did not resume until 1838, creating a major type 
gap.

Liberty Head keys are driven by low mintages, branch mints and survival.

The 1907-1933 Indian design is one of the most celebrated U.S. gold designs.

Review before selling: date, mintmark, holder, originality, damage and current certified-population context.
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$20 LIBERTY DOUBLE EAGLES

$20 Liberty: Gold Rush Scale, Branch 
Mint Drama

Flow: Type I No Motto → Type II With Motto → Type III revised reverse.

Top Premium Watch List

1 1854-O

2 1856-O

3 1861-S Paquet Reverse

4 1870-CC

5 1882

What to look for

The double eagle was authorized after the California Gold Rush and carries nearly one 
ounce of gold.

New Orleans and Carson City mintmarks are key premium zones.

Paquet Reverse attribution and mintmark placement should be verified on better coins.

Review before selling: date, mintmark, holder, originality, damage and current certified-population context.
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$20 SAINT-GAUDENS

$20 Saint-Gaudens: The Icon at the 
Finish Line

Flow: 1907 High Relief → No Motto → With Motto → late-date keys.

Top Premium Watch List

1 1933 Saint-Gaudens

2 1927-D

3 1907 Ultra High Relief

4 1921

5 1930-S

What to look for

Common-date Saints can trade close to gold value; key dates live in a different market.

Late-date issues were heavily melted, so mintage alone can be misleading.

The 1933 issue is legally sensitive and requires expert provenance review.

Review before selling: date, mintmark, holder, originality, damage and current certified-population context.
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SELLER CHECKLIST

Before You Price, Clean, Ship or Sell

Premium coins need a different process than common bullion-position coins.

1

Identify

Confirm denomination, design 
type, date and mintmark.

2

Photograph

Capture both sides in clear 
light; include any holder labels.

3

Protect

Do not clean, polish, dip, 
mount or remove from a 
certified holder.

4

Screen

Flag better dates, branch mints, 
proofs, errors and unusual 
surfaces.

5

Review

Use a trusted dealer or grading 
service for authentication-
sensitive coins.

Premium watch lists are not price quotes. Value depends on authenticity, grade, surfaces, eye appeal, holder, demand and timing.
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ATLANTA GOLD & COIN

Have a Pre-1933 Gold Coin or 
Estate Collection?

Atlanta Gold & Coin can help identify the coin, screen for premium dates, 
discuss authentication and outline practical sale options.

Call 404-236-9744

Email sales@atlantagoldandcoin.com

Schedule an appointment before shipping or trying to clean your coins

Bring holders, envelopes, invoices or family provenance if available

Reference basis: PCGS CoinFacts, NGC U.S. Coin Price Guide, Atlanta Gold & Coin 
pre-1933 guide. Market premiums change; verify current bids and certified 
populations before transacting.
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